Reduced susceptibility to natural killer cell lysis of hamster tumours exhibiting high levels of spontaneous metastasis.
The natural killer (NK) cell susceptibility of hamster tumours exhibiting high and low levels of spontaneous metastasis in vivo was investigated. The parent cell line (HSV-2-333-2-26), which was weakly metastatic, and the NK-sensitive target line K562 were both sensitive to hamster natural killer cell activity. In contrast, 2 in vivo cloned sublines, designated met A and met B, exhibited a high level of spontaneous metastasis and were shown to be weakly or non-susceptible to hamster UK reactivity.